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CASE STUDY 2: HIV/AIDS AND CONSERVATION LINKAGES

Research Question for Communications Assessment on the Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group’s HIV/AIDS and Conservation Linkages Project
“How effective were the communications methods, activities, and products used by the Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group in sharing lessons learned on the impacts of the HIV/AIDS pandemic on conservation capacity and natural resource and land use, and in providing coping strategies currently used by conservation partners in East and Southern Africa?”

Introduction
From 2001 to 2004, the Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group (ABCG) conducted analysis and outreach on the linkages between the HIV/AIDS pandemic and biodiversity conservation.  In early 2001, ABCG held a series of meetings in Washington with members of the health, conservation and donor sectors to brainstorm about the impacts of the HIV/AIDS pandemic on Africa’s natural resources.  Based on these sessions, ABCG hired a consultant to conduct case studies in areas of high HIV/AIDS prevalence.  Case studies in Kenya, Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda were selected in order to identify coping strategies by African partners in protected area authorities, local NGOs, and community-based natural resource management (CBNRM) organizations about how to deal with the impacts to conservation.  The consultancy took place in the Spring of 2002.

In order to share the findings of the consultancy and to bring together conservation and health professionals to further discuss the linkages between HIV/AIDS and natural resource management, a workshop was held in Nairobi, Kenya, in September 2002. 

To share the results of the Nairobi workshop, the proceedings were printed for distribution at the World Parks Congress in September 2003.  Following the workshop, they were sent electronically to 400 interested contacts in the U.S. and Africa as well as to the workshop participants.  In addition, a technical poster on the impacts of AIDS on conservation capacity was presented.  As ABCG received many requests for this technical poster, it was decided to make it more general and to widely circulate it to African partners.  The distribution of the poster was completely informal and opportunistic as no funds were specifically set aside to circulate these materials.  ABCG member organizations were all given at least 200 copies of the poster that they were asked to distribute during trips to Africa.  For example, African Wildlife Foundation distributed copies of the AIDS and conservation poster to their staff during their annual program meeting.  Conservation International distributed the poster to more than 300 community groups in Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda. 

ABCG and our partners have also participated at many international conferences and all of the materials and case studies that ABCG has collected have been placed on the ABCG website.  The project has involved extensive networking and information sharing.

The key impacts of the HIV/AIDS pandemic on natural resource management identified by ABCG include: 

· changes in land use as agricultural practices change with falling capacity for heavy labor; 
· changes in access to resources and land especially when widows and AIDS orphans cannot inherit land; 
· loss of traditional knowledge of sustainable land and resource management practices; 
· increased vulnerability of community-based natural resource management programs as communities lose leadership and capacity, and HIV/AIDS issues take priority; and 
· diversion of conservation funds for HIV/AIDS related costs.
Communications Assessment Methodology

The ABCG HIV/AIDS and Conservation project has been ongoing on since 2001, and it is useful to assess how effective different communication methodologies are as ABCG moves forward on this and other cutting edge issues.
To gather information about the effectiveness of the ABCG HIV/AIDS and Conservation project and due to availability, it was determined in the research design to sample at least 10 conservation partners in Africa (see Appendix C: Methodology).  A survey was drafted and personalized emails were sent to more than 20 African partners to request their participation in the assessment.   A total of 14 respondents completed the survey.  This included representatives from protected area authorities (1 respondent), colleges/

universities (5 respondents), local African NGOs (3 respondents), international NGOs (2 respondents), and international agencies (3 respondents).  See Boxes 2.1 and 2.2 below to see what organizations and countries were represented in the sample.

Box 2.1:  Types of Organizations Represented by Survey Respondents

Protected Area Authorities

1. Tanzania National Parks
College/Universities

2. Mweka College of African Wildlife Management (2 respondents)
3. Southern African Wildlife College
4. University of Natal, South Africa
African NGOs- Local 

5. Wildlife & Environmental Society of Malawi
6. Namibian Association of CBNRM Supporting Organizations
7. Organization for Conservation of Natural Resources and the Combat of HIV/AIDS
African NGOs- International

8. International Gorilla Conservation Programme
9. African Wildlife Foundation
International Agencies

10. ICRAF- World Agroforestry Center
11. Smithsonian National Zoo’s Program in Namibia 
12. Food & Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Box 2.2:  Countries Represented by Survey Respondents
· Albertine Rift (Eastern DRC, Rwanda, Uganda]
(1 respondent)
· Kenya 





(3 respondents)

· Malawi 





(1 respondent)

· Miombo (Malawi and Mozambique)

(1 respondent)

· Namibia 





(2 respondents)

· South Africa




(3 respondents)

· Tanzania





(3 respondents)

An analysis of the effectiveness of the communications methods and products used by the ABCG AIDS and Conservation project shows how communications activities progressed from brainstorming meetings in Washington, DC, that resulted in field-level action in Africa.

In order to evaluate the effectiveness of the ABCG AIDS project, the communications assessment used the following indicators:

1. learning (e.g. new knowledge, skills, attitudes, and practices developed)

2. behavior change (e.g. changes in the respondent’s work)

3. results (e.g. changes to the organization)

Effectiveness of methods, activities, and products

Respondents were asked to rank the effectiveness of the following ABCG HIV/AIDS and conservation activities and products according to a 4-point Likert scale, as described in Table 2.3 below.  The following activities and products were considered the most useful.

1. Nairobi workshop- 75 conservation and health experts from East and Southern Africa participated in a 2-day workshop in Nairobi, Kenya, organized by ABCG,  hosted by the World Wide Fund for Nature’s Eastern Africa Programme Office (WWF-EARPO) and facilitated by the Mweka College of African Wildlife Management to identify the impacts of the AIDS pandemic on natural resources and to share coping strategies.  
2. Nairobi workshop proceedings publication- 3000 copies of the proceedings have been produced to share the workshop findings with African partners.

3. Networking opportunities- provided by ABCG AIDS project for conservationists to share coping strategies and learn who else is working on this issue.

4. ABCG website materials and case studies on AIDS and conservation- more than 100 items have been listed including powerpoint presentations, papers, web links, etc.

5. HIV/AIDS and conservation poster- 5000 copies in English and French have been distributed to African partners by ABCG organizations using their extensive networks and international conferences; and 

Presentations at international and regional conferences- including the World

Parks Congress, Global Biodiversity Forum for Africa, Society for Conservation    

Biology, etc.  (Both the AIDS poster and international conferences received the same

ranking.)

Table 2.3 Usefulness of the ABCG HIV/AIDS and Conservation Linkages Project Materials and Activities  

	ABCG Materials/

Activities

(N=14)
	Very Useful

   “1”
	Useful
    “2”
	Some

what Useful

   “3”
	Not Useful

  “4”
	Don't

Know


	Number of Missing Cases

	Nairobi workshop
	1.1
	
	
	
	Don't Know=2
	1

	Proceedings from Nairobi workshop 
	1.3
	
	
	
	Don't Know=0
	0

	Networking opportunities on AIDS provided by ABCG
	1.4
	
	
	
	Don't Know=0
	0

	ABCG Website postings on HIV/AIDS & Conservation
	1.5
	
	
	
	Don't Know=0
	0

	HIV/AIDS & Conservation Poster
	1.6
	
	
	
	Don't Know=0
	1

	ABCG Presentations at International Meetings
	1.6
	
	
	
	Don't Know=5
	0


Nairobi Workshop

· The most useful ABCG activity identified by respondents on HIV/AIDS and conservation linkages was the Nairobi workshop, according to 11 of the 14 respondents (79%) as described in Table 2.3 above.  For instance, a respondent highlighted the importance of the ABCG workshop by stating, “..the workshops has been trying to promote the understanding among the conservationists and other disciplines on the impact of the HIV/AIDS on the natural resources.”.
Nairobi Workshop Proceedings

· The Nairobi workshop proceedings were found to be the second most useful product from the ABCG AIDS project, according to the 14 participants as described in Table 1.3 above.  For example, regarding the usefulness of the proceedings, a representative from a local NGO in Southern Africa stated, “It [the ABCG AIDS project) will definitely have a positive impact on my work in future as I have managed to learn quite a lot from the workshop report”.  A researcher on HIV/AIDS and natural resource management stated that the ABCG project provided needed data on which to base future research.   He stated, “The Nairobi workshop report was useful in that it provided quantifiable data on which to base subsequent research.  This impacts positively on both the research process and the ability to secure funding.”

Networking

· Networking was an important function of the ABCG AIDS project according to all 14 respondents as shown in Table 2.3.  A respondent from a local African NGO stated because of the ABCG AIDS project, “I have managed to interact with various professional both in America and Africa. This interaction has increased my understanding of various conservation [efforts] across the world.”  Another respondent said, “The most positive impact is the opportunities that ABCG work to create, such as the AIDS and Conservation event at the Global Health Council, the workshop in Nairobi.  ABCG’s strong presence at HIV/AIDS meetings in Washington have all been invaluable to my work in terms of networking and highlighting the needs and successes in terms of the development of a natural resource sector response.”
· Part of the reason for the networking effectiveness that was cited is that ABCG was one of the first organizations to work on HIV/AIDS and natural resource management linkages.  Therefore, all of the communications materials, activities, and contacts were considered “very useful” as HIV/AIDS is having such a huge impact on conservation capacity and an increasing impact on natural resource and land use that any information and examples of coping strategies are well received.

ABCG Website Postings on HIV/AIDS and Conservation 

· All fourteen of those surveyed responded about the usefulness of the ABCG website materials and case studies on AIDS and conservation.  These materials including powerpoint presentations, papers, and web links were considered very effective as described in Table 2.3 above. 
ABCG AIDS and Conservation Poster

· The ABCG AIDS and Conservation Poster was considered very effective when the responses by 13 of the 14 respondents were averaged.  It received a 1.6 rate of effectiveness according to Table 2.3 above.  Regarding the use of the poster, one respondent stated that, “The HIV/AIDS posters has had a tremendous impact within AWF [African Wildlife Foundation] and with our partners in the field such as national park staff”.
Presentations by ABCG and our African Partners at International Conferences

· Presentations by ABCG and African partners at international conferences on HIV/AIDS and conservation linkages was also considered very effective.  However, not all of the respondents were familiar with these activities.  Only 9 of the respondents replied about these activities as described in Table 2.3 above.
General Findings:

The communications study focused the usefulness of specific materials and activities used by the ABCG HIV/AIDS and Conservation Linkages project and the overall impact. 

ABCG’s approach was ad hoc and opportunistic.  No specific communications plan was developed.  Activities and products evolved as the project progressed.  
The initial audience was for government agencies and NGOs who had developed coping strategies to deal with the impact of HIV/AIDS on their organization and its work.  The idea was to share these lessons with similar organizations.  As there was no specific communications plan in place, the process worked by building one communications activity upon another.  For example, the consultancy identified organizations that had developed coping strategies to deal with HIV/AIDS impacts, these organizations were invited to the Nairobi workshop, the Nairobi workshop brought together conservation policy makers on an emerging issue that results in communications products (e.g. publication and posters).  Then networking and outreach were used to get the products and lessons learned to conservation practitioners through presentations at international conferences (e.g. World Parks Congress, College of African Wildlife Management Symposium, Global Biodiversity Forum for Africa, etc).  The Nairobi workshop proceedings were circulated electronically and placed on the ABCG website.  Hard copies of the proceedings were produced for the World Parks Congress, while the poster has been distributed opportunistically in Africa when ABCG members traveled to their field offices.

One problem with the communications materials were that they were designed for conservation organizations (NGOs and government agencies) that were developing coping strategies to deal with the impacts of HIV/AIDS.  However, ABCG’s products have been shared much more broadly with a wide audience including community groups in East Africa, health NGOs, etc.  The poster, for example, may be difficult to interpret without an accompanying fact sheet that provides more details on how to reduce the impacts of HIV/AIDS.  For community groups, materials in local languages would likely have been more useful.  For the health sector, more information about the dependence of Africans on natural resources and how natural resources provide a safety net to AIDS impacted households would have been beneficial.

Learning: Development of New behvbehKnowledge, Skills, Attitudes, and Practices
According to the survey respondents, the key impacts of the ABCG AIDS project to learning were:
· gaining a better understanding of the issues surrounding HIV/AIDS and how it impacts conservation and capacity building efforts in Africa

· providing networking opportunities on HIV/AIDS and natural resource management

· increasing interest on HIV/AIDS and conservation linkages

· assisting conservation program in obtaining information
· presenting quantifiable data on which to base subsequent research
· helping with the ability to secure funding for research.

Four of the fourteen respondents (31%) stated that the ABCG AIDS project helped to build their capacity.  A key phrase used by the respondents was that the ABCG helped to “increase their understanding on the impacts of HIV/AIDS to conservation and capacity”.  For example, a representative from a NGO in East Africa stated, “Work with the ABCG on linkages between HI/AIDS and NRM has enhanced my interest and capacity in working on the issues…”  Another respondent said, ‘It has allowed us to gain a better understanding of the issues surrounding HIV/AIDS and how it impacts our conservation and capacity building efforts in Southern Africa.”  
Other ways that ABCG communications materials and activities affected the knowledge, skills, attitudes and practices of African partners included providing networking opportunities and information sharing.  

Behavior Change: Changes in Individual’s Work

According to the survey respondents, the key impacts of the ABCG AIDS project to the behavior change were:

· making links/contacts with organizations with experience in HIV/AIDS work and anti-retrovirals
· assisting university program to refine conception of issues to be addressed

· providing information at a time when organizations were grappling with these issues, and thus ABCG was able to play a very useful role
· helping legitimize the linkages between HIV/AIDS and conservation among members of organization and enabling greater flexibility to pursue this issue further
· generating a greater commitment by organizations on HIV/AIDS and conservation linkages.

Respondents explained that the ABCG project had direct impacts on their work.  For example, a respondent from a protected area authority in East Africa said, “ABCG has had a big impact on my work on the linkages between HIV/AIDS and natural resources management”.  A respondent from a local NGO in Malawi stated, “I have managed to implement various activities on biodiversity and HIV/AIDS since our collaboration started with ABCG last year…”  
The ABCG project helped African partners to build links and contacts with organizations with experience in HIV/AIDS work and gain information about the potential of accessing anti-retroviral drugs to treat AIDS-impacted staff.  One respondent highlighted the role of ABCG in providing information saying, “I have found ABCG’s efforts to assist conservation programmes in obtaining information as well as making links/contacts with organisations with experience in HIV/AIDS work and anti-retrovirals very useful. This would have been extremely difficult without their support, yet it is a critical element of our work in sub-Saharan Africa.”
A number of university and college programs talked about how the ABCG project assisted them to refine conception of issues and incorporate HIV/AIDS into their curriculum and activities. 

Other key points identified by those who participated in the survey included providing information at a time when organizations were grappling with these issues.  As a result,  the ABCG AIDS project was able to play a very useful role by helping to legitimize the linkages between HIV/AIDS and conservation among members of organizations, and generate a greater commitment by organizations.

Results: Changes in Actions by Organizations

Responses about the influence of ABCG’s work on the organizations’ activities of the respondents on HIV/AIDS and conservation linkages related to: 
· development of organizational policies on HIV/AIDS (5 types of responses)

· awareness and information (3 responses)
· activities (3 types of responses)
· increased capacity (3 types of responses)

· forefront and timing of ABCG action (2 types of responses).  
The key findings from the respondents about the changes that the ABCG AIDS project had on their organizations included:

· integrating HIV/AIDS into protected area management plans

· reviewing wildlife college curriculum to integrate information on HIV/AIDS and conservation linkages

· creating awareness to workers who are very vulnerable to the disease to start taking precautions in fighting it

· implementing various activities on biodiversity and HIV/AIDS including raising  awareness and action levels of biodiversity issues amongst school pupils, communities and the general public 

· enhancing interest and capacity that led to the establishment of a rural-based NGO that works with communities to address impacts of HIV/AIDS, including, through biodiversity approaches
· creating substantive changes in the way some international NGOs treats HIV/AIDS both from staff/employee policies and how to operate externally with partners

· establishing strategic alliances on HIV/AIDS developing an active role by national parks organizations to educate its workers on the dangers of the disease

· getting organizations to set aside a budget for AIDS and conservation awareness creation and education
· catalyzing organizations to put a formal HIV/AIDS personnel policy in place.  

One significant impact of the ABCG project was that the consultant who ABCG initially hired for the AIDS project returned to her home country to start a NGO on the issue.   The rural-based NGO works with members of rural communities in Northern Kenya to address impacts of HIV/AIDS, including biodiversity approaches.
Another key contact of ABCG on HIV/AIDS and conservation issues stated that his organization changed as a result of ABCG resources.  He said, “As an organisation, we have been able to raise awareness on the subject of HIV/AIDS and Conservation…We have also been able to increase our awareness and action levels of biodiversity issues amongst school pupils, communities and the general public in Malawi as a result of the various resources provided to our organization by ABCG partners in America...”

A representative from an international NGO working in the Albertine Rift stated, “…at a time where our organisations were grappling with these issues, and thus was able to play a very useful role. ABCG has been very helpful and provided much information and support for this effort to link HIV/AIDS with conservation”.

A representative working for an international organization said that “ABCG and the strong advocacy role it plays has helped legitimize the linkages between HIV/AIDS and conservation among other members of my organization. This enabled greater flexibility to pursue this issue further, and a greater commitment by the organization to this matter.”  A representative from a college said that, “The College would review its curriculum in July 2004 in order to integrate information on HIV/AIDS.” 
One of those surveyed explained that based on his experiences with ABCG he incorporated HIV/AIDS into the management plans for protected areas.  He said, “I did facilitate the development of General Management Plans for the Rubondo Island National Park (Tanzania) and Liwonde National Park/Mangochi Forest Reserve (Malawi) in 2003 and 2004 respectively. HIV/AIDS issues are fully integrated in those management plans, based on my experiences from ABCG initiatives.”

Another respondent stated, “ABCG has had a big impact on my work on the linkages between HIV/AIDS and natural resources management. These linkages have helped to create awareness to workers who are very vulnerable to the disease and start taking precautions in fighting it.”

When asked directly if the ABCG AIDS project influenced organizations’ activities on HIV/AIDS and conservation linkages, almost 86% of the respondents (12 out of 14) said “yes” as described in Table 2.4 below.

Table 2.4 Responses to the question, “Has ABCG influenced behvbehyour organizations’ activities on HIV/AIDS and conservation linkages?”  


	Responses (N=14)
	Number of Responses
	Percentage

	Yes 
	12
	85.7%

	Hesitant to say “influenced” but helped
	1
	7.1%

	Not yet, but will
	1
	7.1%

	Number of missing cases = 0
	
	


Field Level Activities with African Partners

At the field level in East and Southern Africa, the ABCG worked with local and international NGOs, protected area authorities, and universities to plan research, develop organizational policies, and target AIDS-impacted households for community-based natural resource management programs.  For example, 

In Kenya, ABCG’s HIV/AIDS and Conservation consultant returned to the North to establish a new NGO called the Organization for Conservation of Natural Resources and the Combat of HIV/AIDS (ORCA) that is carrying out agroforestry and medicinal plant activities. 

In Malawi, ABCG works regularly with the Wildlife and Environmental Society of Malawi (WESM).  In the Spring of 2003, ABCG arranged for the Executive Director of WESM to do an placement with WWF in the Spring 2003 and develop a case study to document how WESM had mainstreamed HIV/AIDS into all of their activities from workplace interventions such as AIDS awareness, activities to prevent stigma, and the establishment of an AIDS resource center for staff, to setting aside budgets for AIDS work that piggybacks on to conservation projects, working with AIDS impacted communities (especially widows and AIDS orphans) on conservation-based enterprise development (e.g. beekeeping for honey and indigenous fruit juice production), lobbying all levels of leadership on HIV/AIDS and land use policies (e.g. from village chiefs to the President of Malawi.  ABCG sponsored and leveraged funds for WESM’s Director to participate in numerous international conferences including the World Parks Congress, the 40th Anniversary Symposium of the College of African Wildlife Management, and the Global Biodiversity Forum for Africa.  In 2004, ABCG sponsored WESM’s efforts to organize an "AIDS Awareness to Action Campaign" at Lengwe National Park, Malawi, for the national park staff, their spouses, and neighboring local communities.  This model workshop was conducted in partnership with Banja La Mtsogolo, a reproductive health and family planning NGO, to develop clear messages on the linkages of HIV/AIDS and conservation, the relationship between conservation and population, family planning messages, and other technical messages on HIV/AIDS.  The two-day event included inspiring songs and dances about AIDS and conservation by Judges Dancing Troupe as well as plays by one of Malawi’s most famous comedy groups, the Azizi Traveling Theater.  The event was very well received, and WESM hopes to conduct similar events in all of Malawi’s national parks.  WESM will also participate in the upcoming World Conservation Congress thanks to ABCG leveraging funds for his participation.
In South Africa, ABCG works with Ezemuelo Kwa Zulu Natal Wildlife (KZN Wildlife) who have developed a comprehensive HIV/AIDS organizational policy for their staff.  ABCG has helped KZN Wildlife to network, showcase and share their activities with other organizations.  ABCG has helped KZN Wildlife to participate in international meetings such as the Global Health Council, the World Parks Congress, etc.  ABCG has also arranged individual meetings between the Human Resource Directors of KZN Wildlife and African Wildlife Foundation and Conservation International to assist them as they develop their own approaches to deal with the impacts of HIV/AIDS to their staff and projects.  ABCG also works with Southern African Wildlife College on AIDS conservation training, and with HEARD-University of Natal on research.  ABCG facilitated participation of these organizations in regional workshops.

In Tanzania, ABCG has worked with the College of African Wildlife Management to include AIDS on the agenda of their 40th anniversary symposia.  As a result of this interaction, the College held a workshop for their faculty and staff to discuss developing an organizational policy.  They are also reviewing their curriculum to determine how to include AIDS and conservation linkages in the training programs. 

Activities by ABCG Member Organizations

The ABCG HIV/AIDS and Conservation project helped to catalyze numerous activities by our member organizations.  Specific activities include:

African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) had a panel session on AIDS and Health at their symposium with the Corporate Council on Africa entitled, “Conservation is Good Business”.  “Conservation Is Good Business” Symposia, Washington, D.C, November 2003.  The panel discussed how the conservation sector can work with the corporate sector on the linkages between HIV/AIDS, health, and the environment. World Wildlife Fund chaired the session, and included speakers from Merck Pharmaceuticals, the United Nations Develop Fund for Women, Corporate Council on Africa, and The Futures Group, International.

AWF is in the process of finalizing a detailed HIV/AIDS organizational policy for all of their employees throughout Africa and in Washington, DC.  The President of AWF (based in the U.S.) and Vice President (based in Kenya) have made an open commitment to getting tested for HIV/AIDS regularly.  AWF discusses AIDS at all of their program meetings as well as during their field activities.  AWF vehicles carry rubber gloves as well as male and female condoms.  They are currently planning to work at the community level to partner with AIDS NGOs to assist Masaai communities with AIDS awareness, mitigation, and conservation linkages, for example, to address AIDS and conservation issues.

Conservation International (CI) had 2 hour sessions on AIDS and Conservation at their Annual Meetings in 2003 and 2004.  These sessions included guest speakers and break out groups to identify potential future activities for CI.  Members of CI’s Field Staff have expressed interest in participating in a CI working group on AIDS and conservation.  The ABCG workshop proceedings and poster were presented to some members of the CI Board of Directors during a recent Board Meeting.

Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) is trying to address AIDS issues for their staff.  The director of WCS’ Africa Program, who is an HIV/AIDS activist, has included HIV/AIDS and conservation in his workplan for FY05.  Many of WCS’ field programs are currently looking into accessing anti-retroviral drugs for their staff.

World Wildlife Fund (WWF) held numerous brown bags for their staff in Washington, including a guest presentation by the Wildlife & Environmental Society of Malawi.  WWF’s Eastern Africa Regional Program Office (EARPO) hosted the ABCG 2-day workshop in September 2002.  WWF-EARPO has an organizational policy on HIV/AIDS.  WWF-Southern Africa held a workshop on HIV/AIDS and conservation in 2004 focused on community level impacts.  WWF is currently working with their African field offices to plan research (especially around protected areas) about the impacts of the epidemic on biodiversity conservation.  WWF with ABCG also plans to develop a manual on AIDS workplace policies for conservation institutions (protected area authorities, international and local NGOs, universities, training colleges, etc)
References and Additional Publications Resulting from the ABCG AIDS Project

A “Google” search of “Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group” produced 23 results that referenced the ABCG’s AIDS and conservation linkages work.  Many organizations (e.g. WWF, IUCN, HEARD] have posted the Nairobi workshop proceedings on their websites as have many information sharing websites (e.g. Eldis).  In addition, many of the conferences that ABCG has participated in (e.g. Society for Conservation Biology, Global Health Council, and Global Biodiversity Forum for Africa) have the ABCG-supported abstracts on their website.  

ABCG’s AIDS project was highlighted in an article on Islam On-Line that came out of the Global Biodiversity Forum for Africa  (see the website at:  http://www.islamonline.net/english/science/2004/06/article09.shtml].
The article is entitled, “AIDS: A Threat to Africa’s Environment”.

Also following the Nairobi Workshop, ABCG was mentioned in two newspaper articles by the Pan African News Agency (PANA).

Recommendations

When asked “What more would you like to see ABCG and others do to promote awareness about HIV/AIDS and conservation linkages?”  The respondents gave the following suggestions:

· Providing funding for workshops, for local communities, for publications, for information dissemination (4 responses) 

· Offering training and capacity building efforts such as for  colleges and universities as well as rural-community groups (4 responses) 

· Facilitating networking (4 responses)

· Hosting workshops (4 responses)

· Providing information that appears on website as hard copies so they can be more broadly distributed especially to those who don’t have internet access (4 responses)

· Collaborating with other sectors (e.g. Health) (3 responses)

· Conducting research - on medicinal plants, fuel wood plantations, setting a research agenda on HIV/AIDS and NRM (3 responses)

· Distributing AIDS poster more widely (2sponses) 

· Identifying best practices (2 responses)

Other suggestions for ABCG included increasing efforts to local communities, translating materials into different languages, capturing larger audiences, sharing information with more colleagues, defining messages on HIV/AIDS and conservation further, providing updates on AIDS and conservation linkages, developing more educational materials, playing a greater role on advocacy, doing monitoring and evaluation on impacts, identifying new threats and challenges, focusing on practical linkages, catalyzing more coordination, assisting organizations to develop organizational policies on HIV/AIDS, and helping to build more partnerships.
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