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Presentation 
overview

• Task history and plans before the COVID-19 
pandemic; Colleen Sorto, CI and ABCG FW-
WASH Task Lead

• Advocacy in the Masindi District, Uganda; 
Robert Atugonza, Jane Goodall Institute-
Uganda

• Deeping advocacy outreach within the   
COVID-19 context; Colleen Sorto, CI and 
Elynn Walter, IRC



Task 4: Global Health 
Linkages to Biodiversity 
Conservation

Sub-task: Freshwater 
Conservation – water, sanitation 
and hygiene (WASH) 

By linking freshwater 
conservation and WASH, through 
this thematic working group, 
ABCG aimed to reduce 
watershed degradation and 
pollution, thereby improving the 
health of freshwater 
ecosystems.
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2012 2013 2014

ABCG I:  Evidence base and tools for integration



ABCG II: Pilot testing in South Africa and Uganda 
and establishing a Community of Practice
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ABCG II extension: Scaling via advocacy
© JGI-Uganda



Advocacy in the Masindi District, Uganda

Robert Atugonza

The Jane Goodall Institute - Uganda



The Budongo-Bugoma Corridor
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Advocacy goal: 
By 2021, District Local 
Governments in the 
Albertine Rift will have a 
coordinating forum to 
ensure freshwater 
conservation is integrated 
into WASH.
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Advocacy plans in action
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What were the benefits for JGI-Uganda?
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Thank You



Deeping advocacy outreach
within the COVID-19 context

Colleen Sorto, CI and Elynn Walter, IRC
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IRC – a partnership for thought 
leadership and collaboration



Advocating for ecosystems and WASH: a blended learning course
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What we learned
• There is a big demand for this 

type of learning – 96 
applicants.

• Content translated well into 
the 3-session types.

• Course work needs to go 
beyond computer-based 
learning and include mobile 
phone participation.

• There is great potential for 
change, via efforts informed 
by this methodology, in 
Cameroon, Liberia, Kenya, 
and Tanzania!
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What is next?
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THANK YOU!!
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Advocacy Goal: The Alfred Nzo District 
Municipality Infrastructure Department 
institutionalized a coordinated and integrated 
planning process for water resources by 2022.

• Financing, materials, personnel, and local skills were made 
available for the ANDM, CSA and community stakeholders to 
actively participate together to link protected, natural springs 
to existing municipal infrastructure.

• COVID-19 placed increased attention to the need for reliable 
access to water, which advanced strategy goals.

• CSA and partners gained a better understanding of advocacy, 
comprehensive process to break down the steps into easier 
targets.

• The process identified the best pathway within the municipal 
structure to approach the goal. 
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